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cows, and we contract with
two local farmers to graze
several more South Poll and
Barzona-Hereford  cattle
for two other South Poll
Grass Cattle Association
members, Tim Gillis and
Rod Stevens, which are
ultimately managed and
marketed through Sassafras
Valley Ranch.

Missouri is hot, humid,
and dry in the summer and
often cold, snowy and/or
muddy in the winter. In our
area, the farms and pastures
are pretty marginal, rocky,
and cursed with large
quantities of fescue grass.
Many farms we lease have
no fence other than polywire
we string-up and no working facilities. Like most folks,
time and money are hard to come by. So, how do we
make all of this work? It’s actually a pretty simple
recipe. Gentle, easy-keeping, low-input South Poll cows
are the main ingredient. Additionally, we are very firm
believers in managed grazing. We feed no supplements
other than salt, mineral and some purchased fescue hay
during the winter. We keep our machinery purchases to
a minimum and own no haying equipment; rather we
purchase any hay we may need. The gentleness and
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problem-free nature of the South Poll breed are very
important to our operation; and in my opinion, are
probably the most under-touted traits in the breed. 1
can graze cows on farms that nobody else wants with
a single hot-wire, lead them down and across public
roads to access other pastures, and load them or their
calves with a few corral panels. Furthermore, rarely do
I have to dedicate time to calving problems, sickness,
parasite control, etc. Also, I am really impressed with
the mothering ability of the cows. I can definitely
confirm that the easy-keeping and easy-nature of the
South Poll breed really saves time and money in our
operation.

Early on as we bought our first South Poll cows, I
strongly believed in two notions. One, I felt like the
cattle industry was going to move more and more in
the direction of low-input, sustainable management
practices and genetics. Two, I recognized the value in
the opportunity to be in on the ground floor of a new
organization, the South Poll Grass Cattle Association.
Those two premises have proven to be very accurate
and still hold true today; but, what I didn’t realize was
that involvement in the South Poll breed would lead
to so many great friends and acquaintances. This is
a great chance for me to reflect on that and a good
venue for me to express my sincere gratitude and
appreciation for friends Teddy and Dave, my cattle
partners, lease land owners, board members, and fellow
South Poll producers and enthusiasts. I am proud and
humbled that my family and I can be a part of a great
organization and look forward to many future events
and get-togethers. As always, call anytime or check
out our website, sassafrasvalleyranch.com. Better yet,
feel free to stop by because our gate is always open
and we like nothing better than visiting about “grass-
farming” and love showing folks good South Poll
cattle.

Shanks has been a member of the board of directors
of the South Poll Grass Cattle Assn. since its inception
in May of 2008.
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